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valles the French occupied a peak or impregnable
mountain called the Boar's Hea<d3 at the top of which
a company of the enemy was posted. To drive them
away appeared impossible; Picton thought so, and
determined to invest this natural fort, to prevent use-
less bloodshed. During a reconnaissance, the Gene-
ral said, in a loud voice, which was overheard by the
men below, that the French could, if they pleased,
pelt us away with stones from the top of the moun-
tain. O'Keefe stepped up, touched his cap, and
addressed Sir T. Picton thus: "If your honour
chooses, I will take the hill alone." This speech asto-
nished all who heard it; but not the General, who
had frequently witnessed the daring and intrepidity
of O'Keefe. "If you do so," replied Sir Thomas,
"I will report it to Lord Wellington, and I promise
you your discharge, with a shilling a day for life."
O'Keefe stole away, having whispered to the com-
manding-officer of his company to follow him, and
climbed up the goat-path, the English sentinels fir-
ing at him, thinking he was deserting to the enemy.
O'Keefe having entered the stronghold of the French,
was received with open arms, as a deserter. He
then began to play his part, by showing signs of
imbecility, laughing, dancing, singing, &c.; so that
the enemy thought that they had actually received
a madman instead of a deserter, and told him to
decamp, as there was not food enough there to feed
him. During this farce, our men quickly got up
to the summit, where they found O'Keefe occupying
the attention of the enemy. They rushed in and
took possession of this stronghold without losing
a man. O'Keefe (I believe that was his name)
received for this act of daring the nomination of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